In a module on "Reading in Culture" that focuses on
American and British culture, students embark on an
immersive journey through literature, historical texts,
and popular culture Here's a comprehensive explanation
of what students might learn in such a module:

American Culture

1. Historical Roots:

Founding and Independence: The American culture
traces its roots to diverse immigrant groups and the
pursuit of independence from British rule, shaping a
nation with a commitment to ideals of freedom and
democracy.

2. Literary Landscape:

Diverse Voices: American literature showcases a rich
tapestry of voices, from Native American oral traditions
to contemporary multicultural narratives. Influential
authors include Mark Twain, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Toni
Morrison, and many more.



3. Cultural Movements:

The Beat Generation: Explored nonconformity and
spontaneity.

Harlem Renaissance: Celebrated African American
art, literature, and culture.

Counterculture of the 1960s: Embraced
anti-establishment ideals.

4. Pop Culture and Entertainment:

Hollywood: A global hub for the film industry.

Music: Birthplace of various music genres like jazz,
blues, rock, and hip-hop.

Innovation: Silicon Valley as a symbol of
technological innovation.

5. Social Diversity:

Multiculturalism: America i1s a melting pot of diverse
cultures.

Civil Rights Movement: Struggles and progress
towards equality.

6. Contemporary Influences:

Global Impact: American media, technology, and
fashion have a global influence.

Political Landscape: A democratic system with a
strong influence on global affairs.



British Culture

1. Historical Foundations: Monarchial History: British
culture has deep roots in monarchy, with influences
from the Roman, Anglo-Saxon, and Norman periods.

Colonial Legacy: The British Empire has left a lasting
impact on global culture.

2. Literary Legacy:

Shakespearean Influence: William Shakespeare's
works are foundational to English literature.

Victorian Literature: Authors like Charles Dickens
explored social 1ssues and industrialization.

Modern Voices: From Virginia Woolf to Salman
Rushdie, British literature continues to evolve.

3. Cultural Traditions:

Royal Ceremonies: Traditional ceremonies and events
involving the British monarchy.

Tea Culture: A quintessential part of British daily life.

Pubs and Theatre: Integral to socializing and cultural
expression.



4. Pop Culture and Entertainment:

BBC Influence: The British Broadcasting Corporation
1s a global media presence.

Music: The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, and
contemporary artists contribute to a rich musical
landscape.

Literary and Film Awards: Prestigious events like the
Booker Prize and BAFTA Awards.

5. Social Dynamics:

Class Structure: Traditionally defined by class
distinctions.

Multicultural Society: Reflecting influences from
former colonies and immigration waves.

6. Contemporary Influences:
Brexit: Shaping the political and economic landscape.
Cultural Exports: British films, TV shows, and
literature continue to have a global impact.



Comparative Elements

1. Language and Communication:
English Language: Shared, but with differences in
accents and 1dioms.

2. Political Systems:
Democracy: Both countries operate under democratic
systems with distinct political structures.

3. Cultural Exchange:
Literary Interactions: Ongoing cultural exchange
through literature, films, and art.

4. Global Influence:

Soft Power: Both countries exert significant soft
power globally through media, education, and cultural
exports.

5. Values and Ideals:

Individualism: A shared emphasis on individual rights
and freedoms.

Cultural Identity: Unique expressions of identity
shaped by history, geography, and societal values.
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