Study Skills in a university English studies program is
likely designed to equip students with the foundational
skills and strategies necessary for successful academic
work. Here's a general overview of what such a module
might cover:

The 4 Skills
1. Speaking Skills:
Participation in Discussions: Encouraging students to

actively participate in class discussions fosters their
speaking skills. This could involve expressing opinions,
asking questions, and engaging with peers on course
topics.

Oral Presentations: Developing the ability to deliver
coherent and effective oral presentations is often a key
aspect. Students might learn how to structure
presentations, use appropriate language, and engage an
audience.

2. Reading Skills:

Critical Reading Strategies: Teaching students how to
critically analyze and comprehend academic texts is
fundamental. This involves identifying main ideas,
understanding arguments, and evaluating evidence.

Reading for Different Purposes: Guiding students on
how to adjust their reading approach based on the



purpose (e.g., skimming for main ideas, scanning for
specific details, or reading thoroughly for deep
understanding).

3. Writing Skills:

Academic Writing Techniques: Providing guidance on
academic writing conventions, including essay
structure, thesis development, and proper citation
methods.

Note-Taking and Summarizing: Teaching effective
note-taking during readings and lectures, as well as
summarizing information in a clear and concise manner.

4. Listening Skills:

Lecture Comprehension: Developing listening skills for
understanding complex information presented in
lectures. This may involve strategies such as identifying
key points, recognizing organizational patterns, and
taking effective notes.

The Main Concepts

1. Time Management: Students may learn effective time
management techniques to balance coursework,
assignments, and personal responsibilities. This could
include creating schedules, setting priorities, and
avoiding procrastination.



2. Note-Taking Skills: The module may cover various
methods of note-taking, such as Cornell notes, mind
mapping, or annotation. Emphasis might be placed on
capturing key information during lectures, discussions,
and readings.

3. Critical Reading: Developing skills for critical
reading involves techniques for analyzing and
evaluating texts. Students may learn how to identify
main ideas, themes, arguments, and evidence within
academic and literary texts.

4. Research Skills: The module may cover foundational
research skills, including how to locate credible
sources, use library resources, and navigate digital
databases. Students might learn how to evaluate the
reliability and relevance of sources.

5. Academic Writing: Building on basic writing skills,
the module may provide guidance on academic writing
conventions. This could include structuring essays,
citing sources, and developing a coherent argument.



6. Presentation Skills: Effective presentation skills are
often crucial in academic settings. Students might learn
how to organize and deliver presentations, use visual
aids, and engage their audience.

7. Exam Preparation: Strategies for preparing for exams
may be covered, including effective study techniques,
creating study guides, and managing exam-related
stress.

8. Collaborative Learning: Many university courses
involve collaborative projects and group work. The
module may provide guidance on effective teamwork,
communication, and conflict resolution within academic
settings.

9. Digital Literacy: Given the prevalence of digital
resources, students may learn how to navigate online
platforms, critically assess information found on the
internet, and use technology for academic purposes.

10. Self-Reflection: Encouraging self-reflection 1s often
a component of study skills modules. This involves
helping students assess their learning styles, strengths,
and areas for improvement.



11. Goal Setting: Setting academic and personal goals 1s
important for motivation and success. The module may
guide students in setting realistic and achievable goals
for their studies.

12. Use of Academic Support Services: The module
may introduce students to the various academic support
services available on campus, such as writing centers,
tutoring services, and library resources.

13. Feedback and Improvement: The importance of
seeking and utilizing feedback to enhance academic
performance may be emphasized. Students might be
encouraged to revise and improve their work based on
feedback received.

The "Study Skills" module is designed to empower
students with the tools and strategies they need to
navigate the academic environment successfully. By
focusing on these fundamental skills, students can build
a strong foundation for their university studies and
beyond.
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